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Visit us at:  www.piscatawayschools.org 

 
 

During this time of year it is always important for us 

to reflect and be thankful for the special people that 

we are so fortunate to have in our lives.  As such, 

please allow for me to “shout out” the Randolphville 

Family/Community as a whole.  Throughout the first 

three months of the school year we have been witness 

to innumerable selfless and helpful acts here at 

Randolphville.  Indeed, thus far this year students 

have received upwards of 3000 respect tickets for 

showcasing positive behavior and being helpful and/or 

polite to others.  Please allow me to “shout out” our 

Randolphville staff for being so consistent and 

attentive in facilitating our school’s respect program, 

and to “shout out” our students for your hard work and 

effort in regularly showcasing respect, responsibility, 

and caring for others.   Please accept my heartfelt 

wishes for wonderful holidays filled with family 

and joyous memories. 

 

Dr. Avi Slivko 
Principal 

 

 

 
 

A Minute with Mrs. Messina 

 
 

 
 
 
For Marking Period 2, staff and students will be focusing on 
RESPECT again as our character trait for our “Randolphville 
Respect” program. We will hold a school wide kick off assembly 
to remind each other what being respectful looks like and sounds 
like at school. Students can look forward to earning blue respect 
tickets for showcasing respectful behavior in school. They can 
also continue earning manners tickets, which was our focus trait 
for Marking Period 1. Please talk about respect at home and 
remind students they can show respect by being polite and kind 
to staff and each other.  

 

Mrs. Megan Messina  

Assistant Principal    

 

 Parents:  Kindly note that you can follow Piscataway Schools 

via Twitter (@pwayschools) and Facebook (Piscataway 

Schools).   These communication venues can be accessed on 

the district homepage.  By following us on these social media 

sites, you can get a better glimpse into what is happening 

every day in our schools, as well as receive announcements 

about programs, events and information such as school 

closings. 

 
 

http://www.piscatawayschools.org/


  

Randolphville School Contact Information 

Phone 732-699-1573 

Fax 732-699-1985 
 

 

 Dr. Avi Slivko, Principal     aslivko@pway.org  

Mrs. Megan Messina, Assistant Principal  mmessina@pway.org  

Ms. Christine Minio, Secretary ext. 5950 cminio@pway.org  

Mrs. Stephanie Burk, Clerk  ext. 5975  sburk@pway.org  

Mrs. Evangeline Marzan, Nurse ext. 5953  emarzan@pway.org 
 

 
  

 
 

 
Please be sure to check out the 
Showcase by the main office. 

Every few weeks a spotlight will be on 
a different country. 

 

 

From the Secretary’s Desk 
 

 
 

American Education Week 
 

Thank you to all who helped celebrate American 

Education Week with us!  I hope you enjoyed the 

PTO’s Books over Breakfast OR were able to spend 

some time visiting your child’s classroom on Classroom 

Visitation Day.  On behalf of Mrs. Ritchie-Ruta, Mrs. 

Vassilatos and myself, whatever your part was in 

American Education Week, we thank you!! 

 

Label!  Label!  Label! 

 

Please be sure to label ALL of your children’s 

belongings – lunch bags, coats, etc.  There are A LOT 

of items in the Lost and Found.  If your child’s name is 

on his/her belongings, lost items can be returned 

quickly. 

 

Chilly Days… 

 

As the weather starts to change and become colder, 

please remember to send your child to school dressed 

appropriately.  It is a good idea to dress in layers as well 

as to remember to have your child wear a jacket, hat and 

gloves.  The students will continue to go outside for 

gym and recess unless the weather is inclement. 
 

I wish you all a healthy, happy holiday season. 

 

Thank you,                                     

Christine Minio                 

Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE BE PREPARED TO SHOW 

PROPER IDENTIFICATION TO BE 

ALLOWED ACCESS INTO THE SCHOOL. 
 

 

mailto:aslivko@pway.org
mailto:mmessina@pway.org
mailto:cminio@pway.org
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mailto:emarzan@pway.org


    

  
 

 
 
 

November started off with Pumpkin Day in 

Kindergarten. This was a fun time for all as we moved 

from room to room and did fun activities related to 

pumpkins.  We learned about the life cycle of 

pumpkins, made our own shape pumpkins, made a 

Pumpkin counting book, sang along to Five Little 

Pumpkins, and walked around the room looking for 

pumpkins with numbers on tens frames.  

We learned about Veterans Day and why it is 

important to thank these special people. 

We learned about Pilgrims and Native Americans and 

the first Thanksgiving and made necklaces or hats to 

help us celebrate. We also had our mini Thanksgiving 

Feasts in our rooms. 
 

Coming up in December we will learn about different 

holiday traditions, and we will have a special 

Gingerbread Themed Day, similar to Pumpkin Day, 

where we will visit other classrooms and do special 

activities.  

We will also visit the PTO sponsored Holiday Shoppe 

the week of December 9th, sing some holiday songs 

in our pajamas and have parties on December 20th. 

Thank you for your continued support for our 

activities.  

We are thankful for your children and we wish you 

and your families a very happy Thanksgiving! 

 
 

 
 

 

November has come and gone super quickly 

in First Grade! One of our highlights of the 

month was the First Grade Feast that was 

held the day before Thanksgiving. The 

students learned about The First 

Thanksgiving where people gathered 

together for a large harvest. All of our first 

grade students joined together in the 

cafeteria where we sampled corn muffins, 

apple pies, pumpkin pies, popcorn, and apple 

juice. We shared and explained things that 

we are thankful for including family, homes, 

friends, pets, school, sports, and clothing 

and enjoyed each other’s company to 

celebrate the holiday in our school 

community! This tied in nicely with the 

school’s Mindfulness Theme of Gratitude 

for the month of November. We talked 

about simple things that are easy to take 

for granted such as our favorite sounds, 

sights, and things to in nature. 

 

We hope everyone had an 

enjoyable Thanksgiving! 
 

 

 

                    



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Third graders have been very busy learning!  
 
In math, students are working on learning their multiplication facts. We are using different strategies, looking at 
patterns within the products, skip counting, and singing songs to learn our facts. Students are mastering 
individual factors and are super excited to have learned so many facts already! 
  
During reader's workshop, students have become real-life detectives! They have learned strategies to use 
when reading mystery books and will continue to practice reading comprehension skills learned during the first 
marking period.  
 
During Writer's workshop, students have been working on opinion writing. They have learned how to make 
bold and brave thesis statements and written several entries noting problems they see around them and 
people or places that are noteworthy!    
 

                                                           
                                                                            

 
In Reader’s workshop we are beginning our new unit of Becoming Experts: Reading Nonfiction text.  The 
students are really excited to learn about many new and exciting topics.    We will continue to review as well as 
introduce how to identify the main idea and details of text.  Students will “stop and jot” when they get to places 
worth remembering! 
In Writer’s workshop the students have written many personal narratives throughout our first writing unit of 
study.  Our next writing unit of study will be – Writing Informational Text.  The students will learn how to write 
about a topic they know a lot about.  They will be the experts of that topic through their writing.   

 

                                                                              
 

 

We will continue to practice the units on Mental Math:  Addition and Subtraction.  Students are learning how to 
use models for tens and ones, mental math, and estimation to add and subtract two-digit numbers.  Students 
are also learning how to add on to a number to make the nearest ten and even 100!  The students are learning 
how to trade 10 ones for 1 ten to solve problems like 27 + 43, where there are too many ones to fit in the ones 
part of the answer.  Students learned that they should only regroup when they need to.  Next up will be two-
digit subtraction.  Students will learn how to trade 1 ten for 10 ones to solve problems like 43-27.  Some of the 
math words we will use are … trade, regroup, difference.  Remember to remind your child to regroup only 
when he/she needs to!  

 

 

.   
 



 
 
 
 

  

 

  

 

Show your spirit on Fridays during 
Randolphville Spirit Days! 

 
December 6th – Randolphville Pride 
December 13th – Randolphville Pride 

December 20th– Pajama Day 
 

 
 

 

 

 
News from Mr. Stio 

 
 

In PE this month we will be focusing on Fitness Education.  Students will participate in fun 

winter wonderland centers that emphasize fitness, exercising, and teamwork.  2nd and 3rd 

grade students will continue to track their steps using pedometers.  Kindergarten and 1st 

grade students will be using Yoga to warm-up their bodies in class.  We will conclude the 

month with students visiting "STIO CITY."  I will transform the gym into a city where 

students will use scooters to visit different places in my city.  No Passports necessary! 

                   

 

 

 

 

Need to check your child’s lunch account 

balance? Visit the website at 

www.mymealtime.com.   

 

You will need your child’s ID Number.   

Don’t have it?   

Call the main office at 732-699-1573. 
 

http://www.mymealtime.com/


  
 

 
 

Happy Thanksgiving from la clase de Español! 

 

In Spanish class we talked about what we are 

thankful for.  The following were the most popular 

answers. 

 

Yo doy gracias por…   I give thanks for… 

mi familia - my family 

mi casa – my home 

mi salud – my health 

mi escuela – my school 

mis maestros – my teachers 

mis amigos – my friends 

 

Sra. Vasiliadis gives  

thanks for her students! 
 

PTO Holiday Shoppe 
 

 
The PTO will be hosting a Holiday Shoppe the 

week of December 9th. 

 
More information will be coming home soon with 

all students. 
 

 
 

 
November 2019 

 
Kindergarten 

Aashi Deshpande 
Rayan Ali 
Justin Ho 

Hassan Majied 
 

1st Grade 
Anika Sarma 

Jaden Lee 
Jacob Padilla 

Valentina Garrido-Diaz 
Ivah Altidor 

Joelvin Baez Disla 
 

2nd Grade 
Ayush Patel 

Juliana Griguoli 
Jordyn Vista 
Retal Musa 

Lucas Gerard 
 
 

3rd Grade 
Sanjana Sivakumar 

Melia Thompson 
Tanish Sachdeva 

Kaylie Arca 
Taylor Corprew 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Dear Randolphville Family, 

 

 “Name it!” was the theme for our art bulletin board this past 

month. 3rd grade learned about symmetry and created an abstract 

design using their name and reflecting.  Second grade learned 

about typography and symmetry.  First grade learned about Jasper 

Johns and used the letters of their name to create their image. 

Kindergarten learned about shape, line, and color for their monkey 

project. They used crayon and watercolor to complete their 

painting. Throughout the year students will be using different 

materials and mediums. As always I am very impressed by the 

students’ hard work and great art! 

 

Sincerely, 

 Miss Haugh 
 

HAPPY 
HOLIDAYS! 



 

Howdy, howdy, howdy!  Here is a snapshot of what we have been learning and what to look forward to! 

Kindergarten: 

And the green grass grows all around and around! We’ve been learning a lot of different songs to get us using our 

voices as much as possible. “Oh, In the Woods”, “Who Fed the Chicken”, and “Kangaroo Kangaroo” have been on 

heavy rotation. We also have been learning about 4 voices; Whisper, Talk, Shout, and Sing. Using these voices we 

will be learning some really fun fall songs   

1st Grade: 

Fall is my favorite season so we have been learning a lot of really fun songs! “Acorn Round” and “Way Up High in 

the Apple Tree” are some of our favorites. Recently, we learned through icons how to sing and clap the rhythm of 

the song Bee Bee Bumblebee. For the next week or so we will be making compositions using the two rhythms we 

learned (Quarter and Eight Note). Stop by and see my bulletin board for some compositions I think are top notch! 

2nd Grade: 

Boomwhackers, rhythms, and songs…oh my! November has been a load of fun in second grade as we have been 

diving deep into the function of quarter notes, eighth notes, and rests. 2nd graders figured out, by themselves, the 

rhythm to a fun song “Miss White Had a Fright” and added rests to make it even sillier! Alas, we cannot do rhythms 

forever. 2nd grade is shifting focus to the Winter Sing Along! The Holiday Season, Here Comes the Snow, and Hot 

Chocolate are a couple of our favorites! 

3rd Grade: 

Jambo everyone! We just started our unit on African music and I am SO looking forward to learning with my kids 

about the culture, history, and music of Africa. We just learned the song Obwisana and played a game to 

accompany it. We will also be reviewing our Winter Sing Along Songs over the next month. 

Social Media!! Mrs. Haugh and I have our own private Instagram page where we like to post things about the 

school. Please follow us @rville_arts and enjoy  

LEAP Strings Students: 

Finally, the kids can pick up their instruments and start practicing! We will mostly be working on our two open 

strings, D and A on pages 4 and 5. Please make sure that the bow is not touched yet. We will be learning the 

proper way to hold and use the bow later in the year.  

ALERT: Please do not leave instrument in your car or in any place of extreme heat/cold. The extreme temperatures 

can severely damage an instrument. 

 

Wishing you all the best,                    

                                                                            Mr. Worden 
 



  

 
 

Please be on the lookout for easy, yet effective ways for you to 

support your child’s reading development at home. 
 

 

This month our focus is on phonics.  Phonics is knowing that sounds and letters have a relationship.  It is 

the link between what we say and what we can read and write.  In other words, written words are made up 
of letters that match the sounds in spoken words.  Phonics offers your beginner reader the strategies 
he/she needs to sound out words.  For example, he/she learns that the letter "d" has the sound of /d/ as in 
"dog".  Then he/she learns how to blend letter sounds together to make words like "dad".  The ultimate 
goal of reading is good comprehension.  In order for your child to understand what he/she reads, he/she 
must be able to read/decode text with automaticity.  Phonics enables that process. 
Here are some activities you can do at home to help your child strengthen his/her phonics skills: 
 

1. Make letter-sounds and have your child write the letter or letters that match the sounds. 
2. Play word games that connect sounds with syllables and words.  For example, if the letters p-e-n 

spell pen, how do you spell hen? 
3. Write letters on cards.  Hold up the cards one at a time and have your child say the sound(s).  (For 

example, if you hold up the letter "d" card, your child will say the /d/ sound.) 
4. Teach your child to match the letters in his/her name with the sounds in his/her name. 
5. Point out words that begin with the same letter as your child's name. (For example, Fred and frog.)  

Talk about how the beginning sounds of the words are alike. 
6. Write letters on pieces of paper and put them in a paper bag.  Let your child reach into the bag and 

take out letters.  Have him/her say the sounds that match each letter pulled out. 
7. Make letter sounds and ask your child to draw the matching letter in cornmeal, shaving cream, 

sugar, paint, or sand. 
8. Take egg cartons and put a paper letter in each slot until you have all the letters of the alphabet in 

order. Say letter sounds and ask your child to pick out the letters that match those sounds. (Be sure 
to practice working with both uppercase and lowercase letters.) 

9. Look for letters everywhere you go. Examples, signs, cereal boxes, book covers, etc. 

We hope you have a phonetically great time with these activities!  Please be on the lookout for next 
month's article on ways to help your child read fluently. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 2 3 4 5 6 

 
Randolphville Pride 

Day 

 

 9 10 11 

 

PTO Meeting 

6PM 

Media Center 

12 13 
Randolphville Pride 

Day 

 

 16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

17 18 

 

19 20 

 
 

Pajama Day 

 

 

 23 24 

 

 

25 26 27 

 

 

 30 

 

 

 

  

31 Jan. 1 Jan 2 

 

 

Jan 3 

 

Spirit Day 

Team Jersey 

Day 

 

 

Randolphville School 
December 2019 

 

 
     

BACK 

TO 

SCHOOL!!! 


